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INSIDE WHOLESALE MARKETS / KOLN

Offer of offices, stands, stallages and stalls for
rent in one of the oldest and most important
German markets. “Our structure provides
many possibilities for growth for the business-

WELCOME TO GERMANY

The flow of 1.2 million tonnes of goods per year that transit through the 90 thou-
sand m2 Cologne market make it one of the five major wholesale markets of Ger-
many. With a long history behind it, dating from the year 1000, the Cologne mar-
ket asserted itself as a point of reference for German commerce in 1940, when the
so-called Markethalle was built, which is taken as an example of architecture even
in our own day. But it began its true escalation in 1950, when the Grossmarkt-
Kéln became a point of reference for trade on the international level.

“Currently - explains the director Rainer
Stroblt - out of a total of about 270 busi-
nesses, two thirds are wholesalers, preva-
lently import-export firms, dealing in
foodstuffs and fruit and vegetable pro-
duce, in particular. There are also many
transportation companies, banks, lift
truck firms and lawyers, who provide as-
sistance to ensure the proper operation of
the structure. It is a structure - Stréblt
stresses - that offers many possibilities
for growth for the businesses, with an of-
fer of offices, stands, stallages and stalls
for rent, which has not yet reached satu-
ration. It is a modern structure where it is
possible to use refrigeration cells, cool
rooms and covered storage space, in addi-
tion to the large external warehouses. The
covered storage space can be reached by
lift and/or by access ramps.”

The products sold at the market include
fruit and vegetable produce, flowers,
meat and wild game, dairy products, fish,
beverages, wines and alcoholic beverages,
as well as products for hygiene and paper
products. About 2.5 million consumers
per year purchase Cologne Grossmarkt
products, which are distributed over a
range of 200 km by wholesalers, shops,
catering firms and large-scale distribution
groups, as well as private parties.

As far as fruit and vegetables are con-
cerned, Chiquita and Dole are present
with their multinational branch offices
and companies that do business on the
most important German wholesale mar-
kets, such as Cobana, which has branch
offices throughout Germany; the firm is
represented in Cologne by their business
partners Rosenbaum and Emil Pott, or

EdekaFruchtKontor, whose headquarters is
located in Holland, but which is present
in the most important wholesale markets
like Hamburg, Munich and Berlin, in addi-
tion, of course, to all of the firms that
have a consolidated and often centuries-
old experience in the fruit and vegetable
sector.

As we said, Rosembaum, a historical name
on the Cologne market, and Emil Pott, are
members of Cobana, which has its head-
quarters in Hamburg and two branch of-
fices, Fruitac Scrl and Benjamet, located
respectively in Naves (Avignon), France
and in Valencia, Spain. Cobana is a coali-
tion of German wholesalers and the three
European branch offices coordinate the

Un flux de marchandi-

ses d'1,2 millions de

fonnes par an véhi-
culées sur une aire de 90 mille
métres carrés fait du marche
de Cologne I'un des cing
majeurs marchés de gros en Al-
lemagne. Environ 2,5 millions
de consommateurs par an ac-
quiérent les produits du Gros-
sMarkt de Cologne, ils sont
véhiculés sur un rayon de 200
km. Depuis 1950, le Gros-
smarkt-Koeln est un point de
référence pour les échanges
commerciaux au niveau inter-
national. « Actuellement, sur
un total de 270 opérateurs en-
viran, les deux tiers sont des
grossistes - explique le direc-
teur Rainer Stroebit - principa-
lement des compagnies d'im-
port-export d'agroalimentaire,
et de fruits et légumes en parti-
culier. Nombreuses sont ensui-
te les compagnies de camion-
nage, les banques, les compa-
gnies de chariots élévateurs et
fes avocats qui coopérent pour
le bon fonctionnement de Iz
structure. Une structure avant-
gardiste - spécifie le directeur -
ol au-dela des vastes magasins
de stockage a ['extérieur, existe
la possibilité d'utiliser des cel-
lules de congélation, cool-
rooms, espaces de stockage
couverts. Quant aux fruits et lé-
gumes, sont présentes avec
leurs filiales les multinationales
Chiguita et Dole et les compa-
gnies actives dans tous les
principaux marchés allemands
de gros comme Cobana par
exemple, qui est une coalition
de grossistes allerands avec
des filiales dans toute I'Allema-
gne, au-deld naturellement de












